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Spring Semester Conclusion… 
Once we are done with the Spring Concert, Symphonic Band will have two 
weeks and two graded after school rehearsals to prepare for Graduation. All 
Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble 9th-11th grade students will join 
together to create a graduation ensemble. This is a very quick turn around 
to learn a whole new program in just 2 weeks! Students will be required to 
attend both graded after school rehearsals in order to perform with the 
graduation band. The location for graduation is in the TCHS Football 
Stadium, weather permitting.

If a student does not attend both graded after school rehearsals, then they 
will have a makeup assignment in lieu of Graduation. The makeup 
assignment will be to play the entire Graduation program, by them self, as a 
FlipGrid assignment to be graded by Ms. Gray over the remaining few 
weeks of the spring semester. All Graduation makeups will be due no later 
than Friday, May 20.

Thank you for taking a moment to read all of the above information 
pertinent to the TCHS Symphonic Band for the remainder of the Spring ‘22 
semester. For more information about spring training for marching band, 
marching band camp dates, or next year’s football schedule please refer to 
the band’s website. Dates for marching competitions will be announced 
closer to the start of the Fall ’22 semester.

Finally, with this handout is a Field Trip Request form for MPA. These are 
due by Monday, January 10 for a grade. That form will serve as an 
acknowledgement that you read and understood this pamphlet. As always, 
if you have any questions, please email me at ecgray@tcss.net.

Thank you for your time!

Sincerely,

Ms. Gray
Associate Director of Bands
Director of Percussion

mailto:ecgray@tcss.net


Spring Semester 
The following is information pertaining to Symphonic Band. If your child 
would like more information about solo/individual events like Allstate or Solo 
and Ensemble, please refer to the band calendar on the band website.

Please take a moment to read over the “Spring Semester Calendar Dates” 
that your child was given a hard copy of in class. If you missed the first day 
back of the spring semester or the paper has been misplaced, you can find 
it on the band website (tinyurl.com/countyhighband), under the “Itineraries” 
tab. That form contains every date that the TCHS Band program has for all 
of its ensembles. For further information about times and locations, please 
refer to the band website under the “Calendar” tab. Simply click on an 
event, and you will be provided a more detailed description of said event.

Please understand that our students work towards concert events for 
months at a time. When students do not attend rehearsals, it not only 
impacts them, but the learning process of all of the ensemble. Band is 
certainly a team effort in order to perform a good concert.

The TCHS Symphonic Band has three performances that it will be working 
towards this semester. The first two months of the spring semester will be 
devoted to preparing for Music Performance Assessment (MPA). MPA is a 
time when bands all around the state go to locations near their school (in 
our case, Moody Music Building) to be assessed on their preparation of the 
musical selections we choose to perform as well as sight reading (their 
ability to look at a piece for only a few minutes and then immediately play it, 
correctly). The key to success for MPA is preparation and consistency. 
Students will have one FlipGrid video submission quiz a week to turn in for 
a grade testing their ability to play short passages within their MPA music.

FlipGrid assignments may be submitted at any time during the week before 
the weekly deadline. Starting Monday, January 24, Symphonic Band 
students will also have a once a week, after school rehearsal. Both the 
FlipGrid submissions and the after school rehearsals will be graded 
activities.

Instructions on how to sign up for the FlipGrid class have been added to the 
Symphonic Band App class. If anyone is unable to download and work 
FlipGrid on their mobile device, then students may submit the assignment 
before the weekly deadline on a class device. 

Spring Semester Continued… 
Students will also be required to attend at least 5 out of the 6 graded, after school 
rehearsals in order to attend MPA with the Symphonic Band. Again, band is a 
team effort and MPA is a state level assessment of your band program. After 
school rehearsals are the only time that the winds and percussion get to rehearse 
their parts together. That is why the after school rehearsals are so critical to the 
ensemble’s overall success.

Students/Parents should communicate any absences to Ms. Gray 
(ecgray@tcss.net) in as much of advance as possible. We understand that some 
absences cannot be helped due to emergencies or prior engagements, but still 
should be communicated so that rehearsal plans can reflect the best instruction 
for available students.

If a student does not attend at least 7 of the 8 graded after school rehearsals, then 
they will have a makeup assignment in lieu of the MPA. The makeup assignment 
will be to play the entire MPA program, by them self, as a FlipGrid assignment to 
be graded by Ms. Gray over spring break. All MPA makeups will be due no later 
than Friday, March 11. We are very fortunate that two of the after school 
rehearsals are our Concert Band Camp dates! We will have both Director of 
Bands from UAB on Friday, February 4 and Saturday, February 5. These two 
dates are invaluable for the wealth of knowledge and expertise that Dr. Murray 
and Dr. Morantz will bring to our students!

Once we are done with MPA, Symphonic Band will take a two week break from 
after school rehearsals and will pick them back up at the first of April. The last 
month and half we will be preparing for the Spring Concert and Graduation. We 
will continue to have weekly, graded video assignments via FlipGrid and weekly, 
graded after school rehearsals. We only have 5 rehearsals before the Spring 
Concert. Students must attend 4 of the 5 graded after school rehearsals to 
perform on the Spring Concert.

If a student does not attend at least 4 of the 5 graded after school rehearsals, then 
they will have a makeup assignment in lieu of the Spring Concert. The makeup 
assignment will be to play the entire Spring Concert program, by them self, as a 
FlipGrid assignment to be graded by Ms. Gray over the remaining few weeks of 
the spring semester. All Spring Concert makeups will be due no later than Friday, 
May 6.


